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   >> JOHANNA WEAVER:  Hi everyone.  We are super excited to see you all.  I hope that everyone had a fabulous lunch.  We are here to present to you the Tech Policy Atlas, my name is Professor Johanna Weaver.  And this is Tanvi Nair, our research assistant, research fellow extraordinaire.  Has also been responsible for the research and work that has gone into building this little tool.  So if you would like to you can follow along on the demonstration.  You can follow the QR code.  For those of you following on Zoom we have popped a link into the chat as well.  And without further ado, I'll pass over to Tanvi for the presentation.  
   >> TANVI NAIR:  Thanks.  So these past few days at the Asia‑Pacific IGF has shown that every country in the world is grappling with how best to govern digital technologies.  
    The Tech Policy Design Centre at the Australian National University's vision is to help develop best practice technology.  And to do that, we believe that understanding the tech policy landscape across the world is absolutely crucial.  We want the Atlas to be the go to website for finding tech policy.  As countries continue to put out new and diverse ways to regulate tech, keeping track of them or honestly trying to find them can become increasingly difficult.  But I can get very frustrated when I can't navigate the Government's website.  
	With this Atlas we want to get rid of that frustration.  I'm going to explain how we do that in just a moment.  When researchers or people in this room can't access documents they need for their research it inhibits the action of positive and negative trends, the conduct of evidence‑based independent research, and the development of actionable advice to Government and industry.  We created the Atlas in conjunction with the University of London and support by the Tech Institute.  So let me introduce you to the Atlas.  It is an open source database.  
    The Atlas currently holds over 2,000 tech policies from 36 jurisdictions and set to expand to 193 in the coming months.  The icons on the map tell you how many tech policies have been found for each country which can give you a sense check as to who is particularly active in the tech policy space.  By clicking on a country, we are brought down to a list of all the regulations that we have captured for it.  
    We can also group policies by the regulation category here.  We can see now the 15 different categories.  Now we have sorted all the policies into.  How do we define these policy categories?  And I can show you by scrolling up to the top of the page and clicking on the learn more about the Atlas icon here and brings up to this popup which explains the definitions of each policy category and type.  Every jurisdiction and every researcher has different definitions for each of these policies, policy categories and types of.  We develop these guidelines to explain the Atlas' rationale for categorization.  
    We're going back down, and clicking on a category.  We can expand the list to see what regulation has been created in this space from different countries all over the world.  I'll just show you some examples of how you can use the database.  In the first example, I will show you how the free tech search bar works.  Using this can be particularly useful if you are looking for specific policies or key words relating to policies.  
    For example, if you were doing research on the term Fake News and Global Policy, it can be as simple as typing that into the search bar.  Then there you can see the results have filtered to show policies from different jurisdictions around the world that have Fake News in their title.  This can be useful to see how specific key terms have influenced jurisdictions to create new policies.  
    Of course, if there is a specific policy you are looking for you can also use a free tech search bar to find that.  For example, if I was looking for Canada's elections modernization act, I can start by typing it into the free tech search bar to filter down to the results by using the filters at the top of the page.  We can click on Artificial Intelligence to see the regulations that countries have made about Artificial Intelligence.  
    We can further narrow down the results by clicking on a different Government.  For example, we can click on the European Union, and now we can see all the Artificial Intelligence policies that the European Union has put out.  
    By clicking on a record, a popup shows, showing three different links.  One to the source link.  One to the AU repository and one to the Internet archive.  The reason for these three links is to ensure that the records will not get out of date.  There is nothing more frustrating when the links are broken.  We have fixed that problem by using the Internet archive.  We have a link to the Internet archive that ensures a functioning link of the Web page which was added to the Atlas is always there.  
    We also have the A and U library link which hosts the PDF of the policy for easy download and for full copyright compliance.  You can use policy types to filter.  This type of filter can be particularly useful for comparative research.  
    If I was trying to look at cybersecurity policies within quad countries, I can first go to all the Governments and click on the quad countries, including Australia, India, Japan, and the United States.  
    Then I can go into the categories and click on cybersecurity.  Now we see all the different legislation that these countries are putting out regarding cybersecurity.  As this list can be quite long and very hard to deal with, we can further narrow down the result by using our policy types.  For this example I'm going to look at all the strategies that these quad countries have put out relating to cybersecurity.  Now we get a much more nuanced search result which will allow you to quickly find and compare the quad country strategy on cybersecurity.  You can do a search for superceded and repealed documents, which are documents that are older and no longer in force.  In the updates to the Atlas later we will group all the related records together.  
    Clicking on an individual record once again shows us the popup with all the links.  At the bottom of the card there is a link to correct or add to record.  By clicking on that link, we are sent to our mega contribution page.  We can't emphasize this point enough.  We know that there are things in this Atlas that we either missed or are correct.  No one knows your jurisdiction as well as you do.  We allow you to spread the word that the database exists.  You can add and make contributions to the countries that you know best.  
    As we move down the page, contributors can click through the dropdown menu and type in answers to each of the questions.  Most of it is optional.  We do encourage contributors to include the URL linked to the policy to make it easier for the researchers to verify and find the correct policy.  
    These entries are then verified by researchers and we then upload it into the Atlas.  
    So we've created this public database of global tech policies, strategy legislation and regulation.  And we want it to become the go to tool for independent researchers like you.  The Atlas is a tool.  It will facilitate research into the effectiveness of different approaches to tech policy and regulation, best practices, and opportunities for harmonization.  
    This type of research will drive more nuanced tech policy and in turn will help shape better technology for the long‑term benefit of humanity.  We hope that you not only enjoy this presentation, but you go to the Atlas yourself to play around with the database and see what you can uncover.  And we also want to make a request, please if you can contribute, send it through to us.  And please help us spread the word that this Atlas exists.  This tool is only as useful as you make it out to be.  We can ensure it stays as useful as possible with the help of this community.  Thank you.  
   >> JOHANNA WEAVER:  Thank you.  Would you believe this is the first presentation that Tanvi has done as a professional working at the policy tech design center?  Extra congratulations.  Absolute pro.  So congratulations, Tanvi.  And also thank you for all of the work and effort she has put into this.  
    We now have time for questions, if people have questions.  And we've got one.  
   >> AUDIENCE:  My name is Timmy from Bond University.  This is a very good tool.  And I can tell you for free that we've also been using it in my capacity as a researcher.  And as a University as well.  So kudos.  
    So one observation that I wanted to make is yes, there is the function for people to make contributions.  But you would also discover that I mean except you are working in that space, most people outside of this event will forget.  And you see the updates online, oh, I'm from this jurisdiction.  Your website, does it have any algorithm built into it apart from the contributions that individuals can make.  Does it have any algorithm that scrapes the Internet to prompt you of new updates from like the 36 jurisdictions that you have mentioned that you have these resources?  
	I give one example.  I'm very conversant with Nigeria and it is my home country.  Our protection law is not up to date.  There is a Bill 2022 but it is a substantive act that was passed two months ago, June.  That wasn't been updated.  I'm going to make that contribution.  But do you have any algorithm that can scrape the Internet and prompt you?  
   >> TANVI NAIR:  We don't have any algorithm that scrapes the Internet for new policies.  We probably won't scrape the Internet either because it is a bit of legalities. 
   >> JOHANNA WEAVER:  Legalities.  
   >> TANVI NAIR:  A bit of an interesting one.  We have a couple of researchers working on this and looking at new policies from Government websites, every couple ‑‑ every week really.  And continuously updated.  We are currently in the process of migrating a whole bunch of policies into the Atlas, which is why we're expanding from 36 to 193.  And once that process is done we can take another take to continuously update it on a more regular schedule.  That's how we're tackling this problem right now.  But yeah, we do definitely see that it can get out of date very quickly which is why we thrive on contributions.  
   >> JOHANNA WEAVER:  Also as part of the expansion and update we will be looking at how we can automate those updates and add functionality for people to have updates, so you can subscribe to updates.  But that's things that will come in the next iterations of the Atlas.  
    Yeah.  Any other questions?  One more question.  And then ‑‑ over here as well.  
   >> AUDIENCE:  I'm happy to see this Atlas.  I'm from Mongolia and my question and also very similar to this mister.  So I have seen ‑‑ unfortunately there is nothing on the Mongolian map.  For me I'm willing to contribute.  I have a question, how do you verify he or she, somebody if it was available to contribute, he or she, me add something different, or fake or wrong, how do you verify that person is, you know, strong enough, qualified enough to do the correct information?  
   >> JOHANNA WEAVER:  That's a great question.  We're going to take one more before you answer so we finish on time.  
   >> AUDIENCE:  Hi everyone.  I absolutely love the tech Atlas.  And I use it every time.  The first time I started using it I thought oh, this is a high quality Wikipedia for tech policy and regulation related matters.  
    But I'm wondering and this is a question for all of you here in the audience, how can we make sure that policymakers and regulators are paying attention to this before they put out Government consultations or exposure drafts?  Because I think this ‑‑ this whole register basically can already address so many regulatory and policy questions.  Thank you.  
   >> TANVI NAIR:  What I think I will do is I will answer the question on how we verify, but I will leave Johanna Weaver to talk about the government side of that.  In terms of verifying our policies, what our website does when you make a contribution on this page it goes to the back end of our website.  We see every contribution that's made.  We don't verify the person as such but we do verify the legislation to see if it is useful, reliable and if it is ‑‑ if we should include it to the Atlas.  And then is a simple process of your updating our back end to include a policy.  Nothing is an automatic update.  We verify and make sure we got the facts before we do it.  
   >> JOHANNA WEAVER:  On the question of how we bring it to the governments, we have spoken to the Australian Government.  This is a call and a request for everyone here in the room, we don't have that type of conversation with Governments in all of the jurisdictions that are represented here.  I think I heard 68 jurisdictions, economies represented at this conference.  And so we really ask you to help us to bring this tool to the attention of your Governments and your jurisdictions, your regulators and researchers because really, this type of tool is only as useful as the people that are using it and engaging with it.  And we didn't build this for us.  We built this tool for the community.  And we really want it to be something that doesn't ‑‑ the Tech Policy Design Centre's Atlas, it is the community and resource for all of us to be using.  
    I have been told we have time for one more question, if anyone has a question.  Yep.  
   >> AUDIENCE:  Hi.  Awesome work.  I think that particularly for a lot of my colleagues who answer in the oral space, it will be useful.  My question was whether, and sorry if I missed it, does any plans or whether currently you can search for tags or any plans to do so?  For example, with the Fake News, kind of example you gave, it shows things that are, you know, where that's included actually in the legislation itself or the document itself, but I was wondering if there are plans for like misinfo to be tagged for the Fake News and vice versa.  Similar word stuff.  
   >> TANVI NAIR:  The current way we tagged it is not for the free tech search but for categories and policy tags.  We only tag one policy for one category.  In the next iteration we want to expand those tags.  So when that happens, when you do a free tech search for Fake News you should be able to see the different places it is tagged.  
   >> JOHANNA WEAVER:  That update and launch will be live in October.  We are working with the designers on the next iteration.  And we are like oh, gosh, we wish we could present the new iteration because it is better.  This is pretty amazing as well.  There were some other questions but we will take those directly with you after.  I'm very conscious there are two presentations following us.  We're going to stick to time and those following to set up for their presentations.  
	Thank you very much.  Please do help us spread the word.  There is cards on the table.  We have a stack here, if you want to take them and hand them there.  All of our contact details on the Atlas.  So please don't be shy and help us build this tool and make it even better.  We welcome your suggestions and how we can evolve it.  Thank you.  Thank you, Tanvi.  
   >> If there is any questions for the showcase that just happened you can go to the comment.apr.igf.asia.  Each session in this meeting has a little paragraph.  Put your comment, questions in there and we will make sure that the organizers will receive them.
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